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INTRODUCTION

s bookis fommy Biein Craons’ s, s
o 2 which fs ontted
e o

The it volume i - Thirking
b’ - shows

laguage aein ot polca voredesired o sl
the world views oftheir conservaiive

Inpant of Qoo My end ot
Exodus

whohaved Vo
unsetting Hobrewimarginal pecture of the world.

In e ok e now o o grot Ptaschal
slories which take tis marginal
Wuna\n forgranted and attempt to work out
anging the world in order to bing it

e sane

“Thinking about the Bitl’ can bo found on my webslt at

it biblincartoons.co.ukichapter il binindor g7t



T toader o i bok houk e aver ht oy o
e in bckand e i mows tho igure s o
representation and not a histrical ch example
in Vlumo 1 I rrducnd o mavmv e et

1 did this 0 make it cear that b represents the ancients
dwasi'tto be mistaken for a hitorcal porcon. In this
draw some biblcal characters in black-and-whilo
and others in colour. This should not bo faken s suggesting
that | belove the ones in colouractually exieted. They may
ave, but that i not the point, I they appoar in colour i only
moans the Bilo preans them as hiloria characers
Atoratvly. f they appoar in black.and-whit that moant
the B\b\lrmm "Gy aa eprasatations and nt 46 esl
e o actuahy ot 000 a0

The Hike Continues

Yahweh’s Promise



R sy
move on to
P s

O bttt wo mut
troduc

Everyone knows about
that. God promises to
holp Abraham 5o long
e rusts him and
s o

Thats nepresy wrers.
ervatve g

ool 0 botevs mw -mm

bindly obey.

e e v s




Bocause wh it mplies s

And why do you say
that the priesty witer
uins th stores?

Because he urns
agifcent
poitical sense i

m\nﬂ\.s! roigious

el the fst thing you
1o understand is that

Abraham i not s

1o bo soen as an historical

nhis porticular

cose Abraham
stands for lsrael,




You ving it abstact vocabul
nwns sty e o o st ik s
how human communiies operated.

778
s

Howeter, sing i new coporte ersonaly oy,
ey managedio he polical deaiings botwoan
e 8 laionais bemween i

In his way,

OK. You se those people who hove.
Just shared some of their food with
us? For me they are our brothers,




Althis s ot o den
hat communiies the
Bibl doscibos o5
cousins o brothers
‘oukd wel be related.

Pl to underlne hat
iralfocus of th stores
Is ideology not ethnciy.




“This meant they had o conirolover events and had fodo ther
st simply hoping against hope it would work

hen the time comas he wil see.

ansformation stategy.
et ueigy Goas g wak o cotles h pois
,

As marginals the Hebrews had no hope of ch
oy . Tey haeioro o o re oh shamig chaaton.

The situation s
Compcated Yoo v fo
stand up for yourselves
nd T have 10 make the
exercise work




Of course, s | have pointed out the Hobraws possessed no

These marginals could not have forseen tha ater rovisionist

Stratogy designed o shame the world ot sensos, as | do.

prosenting their stores n a way thatsuggested revolutionary

them o stand up for themselves, confident that Yahweh,fo his
o, wouk Al s promis and sohen Ganle hars.

sloes waegaing o b used o achht ol col et
along very wellunder enighten atve eadership,
leaving Yafweh 0 do the rest magici

Bloody priests!
always screwing
Things

oo i e
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Abraham
the

Marginal



In he beginning w find Abraham fving with
hisfathr Terah and his nephow Lot in the
famous Mesopotamian

e llovin s e b n ks
s 0 e e Bt e




However, clearly something happens, for suddenly Ter
docies o uros i famiyand move o e back o mvne n
anasn, & move o one would volunariy contemp!

I sorry folks. We're
going 1o have to leave,

Troughthe et dooractaly cal Torah o
mvhcmun is e Forsome urspecied
e 2o chica bt oleave Ur and cvisaon.

row the

Honvasangl Tarh et gl t Conaan oo
s setie i o iy of oran whers,evrtualy. ho s
e Abranam 1ol and become 8 margina

s enterprse.

& 2 f

miies
WLUNDded(aADmm e
ot e
St o

P
S s
LT Py
il S mon

o
[—— e
s | R
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Of course the revisionists could't accept his. As rightcning

Butf you know what they were up o it not difcut o see

by force, wih themselves as s adminisators,

wing hard man on the make - the BIbles porrait of Abraham.

‘Make way! ke way for
the chief Administrator!

“They therefore ecited the text 0 try and persuade people
that this uiversal blessing promised by Yahwieh wouid be.
PAXDAVIDICA...a precursor of the PAX ROMANA,

IS hard having fo
the world's

What's
the problen 2

Well T can' help thirking
that in humbly
s fate this quy Abraham
Wwas a bt of a whimp

S0 what are you going
Hide it under a smoke screen
od ot of religion. Tt never fals!

B e e ]

y e oot of it calg ot
le0n ot e pewe

27



Why doyou
say that?

I sory, b bl A cal it
notan ar

jument.You may not ke it

eyewast is
buta rligious calisin th tex.

itmay bo i tha toxt
but s purpose is nly
o CHANGE the sense

s revusyrefd, n il ovolonayfom i
covenant was an agroement between the H
T e et e SRR S

T sittions ot
mplcated Youtore

promise to do THAT.

Don't forget
Yahweh has
promised!




However,
YahwehSpoke o Abraham BEFORE hebecame obiged by
Gircumstances o|

postexiic contex this
meant all iniaive was

hands of Isaels new
leadership,to whic
e himsalf belonged.

You can el a mischievous edior has altored the stoy by the

rolgious callng why wite about Terah leaving Ur, o are we

amargial. Moreover,
foandeavour. . damand o hecommuniyshou ot
sservative ‘abiank cheque by blindly obeying them.

OK. You decide.
Yore the boss.

Sorry didn' T ell
2 L got this calll




He managedto

about Teran,
‘marginal by expaining that s father had been one oo.

g =

I, Abraham, om a marginl,
the son of @ marginal and
there's no one more.
marginal than me!

margin Yahweh
Spoke to Abraham BEFORE ho failed and became a marginal

s =
Whyerevestappng |_ |
vt
wregong oo JT]
1)

You'l find out There's
ing

in this story!

get oway
with it
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The Abraham-in-Egypt

Story



marginal rovolutonary.
endeavour

daes tis promise.
connectwi
patriarchal strios?

Wl the stores.
wors buit on
basis of hi
Hobrow sratogy
for changing the
workd and
Yahwen's promise.
o vindicate




1 propose, threfore, that we read them as accounts of how

s usual, famine forces the Hobrows 1 take refuge in Egyp.

ituatons which he earl Isaelte communiy experienced.

SR

Righi hen Give.

of the Abraham-
in-Egypi sory.

‘Sarah, we've nearly arrived. Tf
someane asks you, el them yatire
my sister, ot my wife.

—

Why on earth
should T do that?

Because of your beauty the Egyptions will

harm will come 1o either of us

If that's what




the beauiul
Hobrow

)

B i——

e

But Yahwon inficis serious diseasas on Pharaoh and his
househoid because of Abrahans .

t ddyourel pule

Sortyos e
el sinyourave
made me commit?




o=
so0

how do you
A his story!
&

B

s oll about how Yahweh |

5 magic o oscuo his sorvnt;
v, galse you'ro ot going 1o
0 long with thet!

Thats how the Dnaiﬂy

wanted people 1o read !

=




I suppose Sarah roprosents it since
without her Abrahar

legitmate offsping

always accopted it

Thats rue butTve.
because s scipture!

‘And how does

Rather shabbly,
though s fears
proved wel founded.

Fair anough, but what
o you make of the.
magi n tho story?




I thase ancient

s magic
usualy represents
doclogica power
orch

do s hat though Eqypt consitutes.
rovoluionary mar nts

o kind of danger forthe marginal deology se




Soonanaly hero wes nating 5
i this story about a god who

il saved popi. |

find that dificul 1o belve.

No, Im not saying that.
Wy iffculy is wih what %
you mean by miraculous.

‘which alered the naturl course of vents, 50 defyng
Uersl lowe. hn 1 have 1 ay e evidns s agot 1.

Don' panic
Watch this)

got to lose |




which against all the odds was successfu . thanks aimost
entirely to their ideologica sfening

Surcly we weren't
rosponsivl or that?

then 1 would have to say the
ovidence suggests you'e ight.

Bt wo shoukdn tako ths as implying ha was speaking
oligiously, for e chancos always are hat he wasn',

Hi folkel Tm

because we
used myth-talk
you people think
we spoke about

religion ALL




depends on the later

10 bury the objectonable things the Hebrow wior had said.

I he STIL
there fellng
lies about us|

e in Exodus?

Yes the similriies
ore hard 0 ignoro,
okt you say?

Because of rought the Hobrews are forced (o take refuge
Egyp.

Thar they are nslaved and rfused perission f loave,

against

Homvar,Yahwoh escuos tham by sending lagu
ihe Egypians




“The Egypi

RAES)

18 as if the Hebow wiitr was lotting his readers know that,

apart from the danger entalled, there was nothing fo sraelos.
1o leam from ther relationship with the Egyptian enomy.

Wht does
it matter.

The dogs
escaped

Andin any
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Abraham’s Covenant

with

Yahweh



Shallwe move o
to1he next story?

Yos but st there's

Wei, it begins




Thatsthe promise.

Dot beafad, Abran.
am your shield,
very great reward

Yahweh, what can you give me.
since I remain childiess? You
have given me no children; so
a servant inmy household will
be my heir.




Thats lsrae expressing

urface o have any.
basis inreally!

That's interesting!
fahweh then reple
by pointing to al the

stars

A son from your own bady and no

the h
own of fspring willbe o5 rumerous.

Thats an assurance that

Israols rovolutonary oforts,
or 80 the writer says.




‘Sounds convincing!
Atthis pointAbrahem

makes hs commimen:

bram beleved ahweh,
andhe credied itohim

asrighteousnes.




DT e e I
Hore the promise i of  homeland rather than

Toyour descendonts T
give this land, from
e fE i
great river. the Euphrates.

Scholars ey i

H ihere's more than "

Whenthesunhodseand dros od e osmoling
frepotwitha blazing orch appeared and passedbetw
es O thtdoy AN e covernt wih Aram.

o

Yahwen,
ot Abraham, makes the commitment the second time round,




Yes, but my problem s that | can' see
how Yahweh as the marginal deok
an commit hmself What doos L mean
for an declogy to comittso?

onalisaion ofthe.
et morots a sen
from ther parspoctiv.

s how it bagins but doesrit it tum out o be
the case tha thess nterests gve the margials a
crucial porspective which the whole worid noods?

i Yes its true. Given their

e

S0 when we say Yahweh represents the marginalideology
whatwo ara really saying i that he embodies tis cucial
nuh civisaton noeds, thet only merginals clarly soe

i

Yos, that would
catsity olow.




bt st t o that when any shaming exarcise does in fact
work, as for example when Ghandi shamed the Briish et ...

may not even work
' 10 have boen the.




Because, once revealed, he truh becomes somehow
iesistible even though the process of change s very.
painfl and ofen takes a considerabie me?

As a milant marginal
you musttake up the
halengof ansming
the world, using shaming
alone, CONVINGED your
efors wil be vindicated.

Tris is what
Yahwehs

This means you have torely
simply on the convicton

wellproven obduracy.

7




Yos but I seem to remember Ghandi
sarg st hough s tctcs vorked

didnit s sumﬂxllw-mnlnd

No-youte

s commimet
snouki ot ba o
Goranisa sno tht woud
make faith recundant.

The Story of

Ishmael



OK. Horo's
arun down,




Sarh s ity nconctiand kg how importnt s usual she takes outher rusraton on Abraham,
s forAraram 0 hvean e, el i ke Hogar,
e

Eiyptan save-on, and have a chid by

pregrant and I'm o,

-

Abrahem, aiways one totake the paih of last e Abraham counters in his usual weak manner.
et oo becd pregten Sus b becane

teribly jealous, suspecting Hagar of looking down on her. -
>

shee o dovegel
50 why
Bothering me?




S0 Sarah s at berty to doal with Hagar harshly.

Naturaly Yahweh, the god of the marginal, finds her. He ells:
her o go back and submit fo her misiress for he has pans.




Soraran's s son sl s b hower wtanie s
just tirteen Sarah hers Yatweh
e A e AT

When lsaac s weaned Abraham hokds a feast but Sarah is
furious whon she soes Ishmaol paying with hor son
and, as usua, she goos and complains to Abraham.

Get rid of that slave
woman and her son, T

dorit wan him shaing

my son's inheritance.

However, i tme Abrahar s not prepare 10 gve i 0 his
ecloring wie 50 easly since hs own son s invalved. But,
suprisingly, Yahweh telshim not o worry!

Dot be ditresed bout
other

e mighy cutous soasch whanyouamamber
marginalsing people i the uforgivable sin.
Trares s gl on o wa s oo .

OK. But et fnish th story
before you go offon a tangent.




water and gives them o Hagar. He sets them on her shoulders.
and sends her ot vith the boy.

Then hogoes of andsis down
and begins

T cannot
watch the
boy die




Butof course Yahweh, the god ofthe marginals, hears the boy.
crying, and calls out o Hagar:

What's the natrer?
Don't be afraid
Lift him up for Tve
ot plans for him,

ol of water.
aives the boy a drink.




What do you tink?

Wl following you reasoning, even | can see that Ishmael is
irue margina born of a marginal - n his case his mother.

Yo Thatsmerstr S
Adirectacho of the OK, but i fshmael
‘Avrahar eatonsp. is ' ruo marginal

ilogiimate?

ol tobeegtnteyou

You'e referting, | presume, o the act that he's an
| ovtsiderincapable of working together vith thers.

Exacty, as the ext says his
hand i against everyone
veryone's hand i against him.




Yes, thats quit stiking. ke
Gypsies the Ishmaelies are
el placed to soe the aut
ofciviisaton butthey'e not
necessarly much good at
roshaping civisaton isoi

)

‘e firt i sraefs bad conscience s regards the lshmaies,
in some senses ar moro tuly marginal tan hrselt.

P . -

There go the Ishmasiites, first
S born sons of Abraham, thieves
| and gypsies every ane of them!

What about the question
you aised as regards
Vahwets speoch condoning
Ishmael's marginalsation?

Th ocor it ressatonrt i o o
o revolutonaries he uhohas o aks Teponaisity
o i o B g re

That's a strange feature which

resulsfrom the fact tht

ot tho

ror o o dow atrton
o quite separato ponts.

Now theye all gone.
ppose it up 1
us to carry the conl




I you seo the text
as making these
w0 qute separate.

romarkably woll.

However, fyou ry 1 read t a5 story everything becomes.
‘completely unbelieveable when Yahweh tols Abrahar (o
o

head and marginalise Ishmael and Hagar

Are you sure it's

Tris is proof if ever proof was neoded, that what we are
dealing with here are representations, ot storie.

Wihich is why e are
alin black and white

1k loave ot

fools o homsaives by g o sty
oh's behaviour i this stoy on

mora rounds, domtyou Ak




Atthe same time he.
mitgates Ishmaefs
situation by honouri

| tagainstthe nom

practice of vilation.
\ AN

Abraham’s Sacrifice

of

Isaac



Not it yet fo | want you st
1o rocount the sacifce o Iaac,
undoubtedly he greatest of the
promise storis.

Should | now el you
the story o Abraha




K. One day, out of the biue, Yahweh surprised Abraham
with  srange command:

Take your son, . Tsaac, and go
10 mount Moriah ond sacrifice
him there os a burnt offering.

Abraham did as he was old. He took some wood and
iton sase, and ho himsaifcar

s the two ofthem went o their way Issac sad o s ather.

Father, the fire and wood are

here but where i the

for the burnt offering?
e

i
for the burnt of feri




Winen hey reached te place God hod ol him about, Then e reached out i hand an took he ket loy is son.
Abraham bult an aar there and aranged the woos on .
™~

Yoo
e




byt hors.

Ho went over and took the am and sacrificed it as @ burnt.
offerng instead of hs son

Then
said,

Because youave donethis il sl lss you
and make your descendants as numeras as the stars
3 sy, They i ke poseeonf the s oF
their enemies, and through your of fspring ll nations
on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.




Wel, how does
that grab you?

1t notjust far-fetched Ifs
nonsense (o suppose
e poor

Personally | tond to see the
story 2 a denuncation of chid
sacaifico which might well have
boon aproblem in thoso days
butits hardly an ssue now.

Some Chistans,of course,
Intorprt it as a prophocy of
Chrits passion, which |
Consicor far-fetched,




ey Ofcousenot 1you

But he story ends with God saying
e no longer wants child sacrifces!

\

No it doosn. You'r imagining . What tho
sory says s hat Abraham's wilingnos o slay
his son rndored the sacrice unnecessary.

m not suggesting

boing against themn

you tink thats strange
ifthe author's purpose was. |
1o denounce chid sacrfice? |

| ves 1 suppopse
v

v




“There's another thng.
We've said th

stories function as.
representatons. I

senis and not
about chid sacrfice
isel.

Wouldtyou say the
story presents us with

Infctdiming s stor i about i sacrf i a iy a3
caiming he story of Adam and Eve s abou sex and the fact
el eclesar ol st evcuesyou for ek o 5.

OK, stop ranting and tll mo
what ho story is roaly all about!

AL, |

K. So toll m
what he original
story was about!

has the piosty odiors'
iy fingerprinis all ovor 1




1wo want o find ou t seems o
me we should start by identiying
the promise in the story.

Wel, | can see that Isaac,
a5 the legitmate hor,
represents the promise but
‘what can sacifcing the
promise possidy mean?

Oontjump the gun
Firt ol mo what

Thegrorise s et sae

Tovoion

o, fthe promiss s to vidcate lsraefs effors, saciic
the promise must indicate tha sraelhas to b propared
ihout any assurance her eforts will pay of.

This moans tha ruo sraeles, as margina revoluonaries,
have 10 operate quit differentl from religious martys
Whose bellefs GUARANTEE their vindicaion.

I, lie us, you
die for Allah




We see this excruciating scenari played out by Jesus on the.
cross and expressed in his cry of dericton.

o, just s Josus ullstis revolutionary Hobrow trategy,
501his story of the sacifice ofIaac sets out wha Jesus
Iate ulfile, making it for me one of the greatest over fold.

Abraham
and
Lot

(Father of Moab and Ammon)



“The nex story is about Abrahar's
nephew Lot It bt fragmented but
sl y 1o piece it ogether.

Lot had journeyed to Canaan with Abrahar but their flcks and
herds now became so numerous h

at quartols broke ou

thei herdsmen. I herefore becama necessary o Spiup.

between

Let's part comparny. Y
o to the left, T'll go fo the right.

fou choose. Tf you

115




Lot sees that the whale plain of the Jordan is well watered,
ke gt o e Loxd Bt o . ol
at way and pches s ents near Sodom.

“The text notes tha this was.
before Yahwon destroyed
Sodom and Gomorrah.

the next bit of th story.

Yos but before you telus about that | want
olonk mote st exvacinary
reforence to the Garden of Eden,

Romember my lingyou

Wl thats as maybe,
butthis i the actual




Butisn' i just
a casual referen

make & mountain of .

Given the importance
of the threa terms t
can hardy bo casual
for him o lnk them

Indeed it makes me think he Infends readers o see Lot s
sbcontcoulyvaning et o th arien s s he
fobrows were aiways clamouring o elurm o Eqypt.

Fowerer s e ol sy o s oo
how it reads, remembering th
aays sssd 50 5y f tking poNcs

(On hearing bad raportsof Sodom and Gomorrah God sends.
40 angels 0 ses if any righteous people can be fourd there.
“They arrive in the evening at he city gate where Lot s sting.

—
PRSI <
&

e




No thanks we're OK.
Well spend the right
in the square

However, bofre they have time 1o goto bed,al the men from
every partof th city of Sodom — boih young

However, ha urges them o tay and aventually they agree. e e AT




Lot goes out o remanstrate with them,carefuly shutting
the door behind him.

No, my friends. Don't do this wickechess.
T have two vigi daughiers. Let me biing
them out o you but don' do anything o
these men whaare undor my prolecton.

However, his effors i

his all about?

et it about the
importance of
hosptally in the
andient world?

“Thero are similar stories

In Groek iterature where

people offr hospitaly to

Vagrants who tum outto
in disguiso.




e, overal, the
evidence suggess that
in advocating that aliens.
should be well reate
and not abused bibical
wriers wero swimming
against he tde.

But ot examine the
story 0 500 i your

othosis accounts
for al s spects.

M

Doosn' this, along with all he sex, suggest we're
doaling with something moro than your run-of.the-il
story about the importanco of honouring hospially?




1 don't know. Couldrt it
be argued these aspects.

simply aichotup ho
stakes, so highlghtng the
importance of the prncile
A of hospitalty?
f

OKI You'e sicking to your quns!
Lots carry on with the story.

s gl h o men i rachout andpul Lot bock
Into the house,firmly shting the door aterwards




Finaly they have a fow hasty words with Lot himself

0o youhareanyoe ls here nthe city
—sons-in-law, sons or
i

Hurry, you must

You must gef them out of
here, because we have been
sent o destray this place.

&

50 Lot vertures out 1o warn the two young men who are pledged
1o marry his daughiors




Next morning at the crack of dawn the angels urge Lot to
leave whie he il can.

Hurryl Toke your wife.

and doughters, or you

il swept oy when
ity is punish

But Lot continues to hesitate o they r
drag him away by fore.

Having ld Lot and his wife and daughers out of the cty
the angels give them insiuctons.

Flee for your ives! Dan't ook back.
Don't stop anywhere tllyou reach the.
mountains or you will be swept awayl”

But Lotis not

anything until




When eventually the famil reaches Zoar Yafweh rains

down burning sulphur on the cies and the entir plan,
Killng averyone nd desiroying the vegetaton.

Sotalissamd . his wi

lookingback andis wamed Fio &

Where's she gone?
She was here just
‘amoment agol

Baing ffad now to stay in Zoar, Lot and s daughiers retreat
1o the dreaded mouniains whers they ive n a cave.

He's alin, the
poor old mari

K, given your thesi tha this s  stoy about honouring
oy S ot ma Wy § bty Lot 8
reuctant o leave Sodom and why i deprives him of
his il I such strange circumstances?




Sounds to me as i your axplanation has fnaly brokon s
back but et finish th stoy before we conduct an autopsy!

Lotand hs two daughers are now safe in their mouniain
ave but there's a problom or there are no men 0 provide.
them with chiren.

Our father is old, and there




‘Then the elder daughier s down and has sex with her father only this time s the younger daughtar who takes her tum,
who i completely oblvious fo what is happening.

I his way bath daughiers have sons by thei father. The,
older, Moab, bocomes the father of the Moabites and the
younger, Bor-Amm, becomes th father of the Ammontos.




Why doyou
say that?

Thatsetties i This

Hospraiy

No, for the momen, the queston as to what
had happened o cause the story to bo
writen s beside the point. What m talking
about s the way in which he story works

Wo ke i for granted that all stoies, including fairyals, tll

s about things that actually happened, listeners being free
10.choose 10 belleve, o ot 8 they wish.

hat actualy happer

the handsome prince killed the fearsome dragon
and took Matilda back with him 1o hs castle.




Howerer, s o e caso Wi hese presemona!
siories, which fo usreally ren't sores,fo they trade i
St 1 Gontovn 1t o beiov

N

Stories thataren' realy stories!
You baffle me compietely!

— =

= 2
B

(Carit you see that as representatons these tales dorit
a5pI©10 b blvabie i way iores generaly o

1 say, God, Sarah wants i of my.
son'" Don't worry Abrah
Kick him out s she says!

e
Halo A
cifice your sor

dow
‘Don et we're just going o have
199510 563 wih a0y

Yos | ind of seo




ot sl kann i

il ety e g saig ot oy re sl
cousin communites, which must mean the wier sees
100128 Het .

row marginals deologically close o st

Tm boginring o catch your drftbut it would help
‘you could el mo what you think this tory is

qv about the Moabitos and the Ammones
= A

ospitalty 1o

ropsen o oabies and Anmonies arona pespecive

‘which contrasts 5o sharpy with the civiisational perspactiv.
i s i e

o, finds Dot d tiswikeess




You should also note the way in which the story protects
Lot marginal honour by shieding him flom blame fo the
ncesiuous way in which hisfamil i fs maintained.

Asis the case I the Abraham story s the women rlatons:
i

Who demonstate lack o pofica faih, ot the patiarch himsel.

11’ always we women
‘who have fo shoulder
the blame!

s this simply a by-product
ofthe witer's patarchal
male chauvinism?

Wl it has 1 bo the wrte's way of eling us that



Wol as we ve aready noled, Lot i critcisod for choosing
1o1Ive in one of th cites ofthe frtle Jordan plain .

\ )| g

¥




and then, again, in his ploa o be allowed o les o the whereas inthe norh th land was
small town of Zoar 50 a5 o avoid the dreaded mountins, ‘which only bacamo usable n modern i
advanced drainage technology.




row wrtr shows he was aware of this realy for he

uummm saly barreness of the Jordan piain and corrctl

foab and Ammon n the rans-Jordanian highlands.
e e L e

b and Ammon?

Inony bty wereplicaly s, roig clend

‘comorts they assimilated to0 casl with tho oistontur
Sopulton, 50 compromising he eologica mhartance, |




What about the incestuous biths?
What is the wiiter saying there?

Aremaralyast potics
comment wouldn

. However, it normally
mawn it spesty sssmiaon

ms




You only say tat

ad
me foel uncomfortabl.

‘We naturall wani the Bible o bolter ou civised
perspeciive, What wo can't accept s thl t was.
dasigned 10 0xposo our hypocricy and shamo us.

Porhaps

Jacob
and
Esau

(Father of the Edomites)

1. The Problem



156

Esau represt

Nexton our st
s the story of
Jacob and Esau.

Hang on a minutel
What abou Isaac
and his stores?




[ | Butahatsbot

ac story
Gongiin
ine Prtaines?

1 suppose that may
your point

‘which makos me
think it probably
wasn't

Jen't the repetiion

The story of Jacob.

tarts it
tho wrier teling us
they wer




Toid you sol
fthere's no sex
then there's no
doclogical
disagreement!

“That can only

Shall | camy on?

Woll you know
thastory Is there
 sexin )




nthis way he

You may be fight. In

oraciefom Yarwen

“Taonatonsarin vt
opis fom withinyou il e separated;
wm,,y.“m.mm".mm. other,
the lderwilserv the younger

Proves mypo
wouldn' you say?




Wel, to decide on that
we must as usual ook

Yaucont ok s competionbotween attho promise.

o bbie serously s soml

ot ot have Rappsned,can

Whero i the promise? Both
sonsrave o same mothr
50 both must b

Fair enough, but what

Noits rpresentation, about the business of the

grant you, but wha's the younger son inheriing?
intn wanting to bo

firt? 15 tjust a dosirofo

dominato and bo superior?

True, th story makos
alotofhat but | cant
se the signficance?




st We e oo it s
W, cistonldr snsnhort. S or aters. The wrter’s ing
signf sibo hat, i o caso of Yahwehs s lking 300t e god o e
Sromise,mtirs ao revesed:younget sons boing and his inheriance where losers re winners.
he nheriors as sers?

il have to think
about that. Lot
9o nside.

It an ntorosting dea.

Aoy 2
thatin Israel younger
sons nheried?




You haver
iolamo .wm s

SocoaanaEon
s all about

Wel, gven the prom

e oy about
0 bo Yawen's

standard-bearer.

et part o sons
clims tis ot oun up. Esau, his
8 hunter
s quiet
iad 4nd 8 moher

o, that
Torae il b the it




Esau comes n from hunting one day absolutey famished Seeing his present nsed as more important than some.
1o fnd Jacob cooking a delcious red stew. hypotneticalfuure advaniage, Esau agrees the exchange,
thankiuly tucking ino Jocab's reviving stev.

ks is brother if he can have some and Jacob
readily assents butonly in exchange for Esau's birthright. e e st aa T S
o Jaco eesind Gty bkl ek, o8 it 4.




S0 given that i

‘Shoudt hink so,
ian here
wore laws allowing
o bod your father!

nanycae vty sy ¢
 over the 1op humou
it

gt o 3 it ofsow

Yt coaty e s g o
ha

el rather
Do Yotrs st ooy,




itains it was ot an ideological mater, as
the case of Mosb and Amrmon, but rather something
about Edom, a5 & communty, being just 00 aid ack.

find his rely
Inersingfor
itis

soly
Deckuse Exbuls
Jaid-back that |
find him ttracive,

1 have thought that vas
o oneis gong to bo abe to

o tho colctive hywﬂusymuvuwanan

without being unbelavably pust




To stand up o the work's collectve priviege-seeking and
ypocrisy you neod o be as pushy as a Stlin _ without
being vilent, of course, a, unforunataly, he was.

Thatsa
dangerous
comparison

Soitis butyou
havo torun
tisks opening

For hundreds

Paople have been happy 1o go along with ths for though they
may not have had many privieges they have had some, which
they have not been prepared to share with those withnono at al.




s  resul they have not wanied 1o be reminded how shabby
their aitude i, preferrng to go along with thireyes tight
shutke everyone eis, the authories incuded.

01t now manage, with the aid ofthe Bibie, to open thei
aves i wil Inoviany 5 a hock o them, do you thik?

Isaac, now a bind old man, decidos i's tm (0 setle is
affais before h dies. So he cals i favouritsfrstbor.
Son Esau and ghves im nsrctons

et your gear and go hunt some
game. Then rdbrig
me some ast

T ey Rfore £

R TS B
ot vt s ot bt




Bt, mother. My brother
is a hairy man.So if my
father feels my hands

Rebekah then

on St hen
i
goctians Rancs and he
o pator
N neckwiy
S0 acob went and gt ids he goskine,
and bough o 10 s mathr,
o he propard som oty
o e,

Father where

are yow

Here T am, Which
son s that?



Tam Esau your first son. T
have done as you asked. Sit
up and eat my food. Then you
can give me your blessing

How did you manage to
Find game so quickly, sor?

Come near s0
T ean fouch you
1o make certain
youare Esau

Ah, my soris smell
is of a field which the
LORD has blessed,

‘May God give you heaver's dew and earths ichness,
an abundance of grain and new wine.

May nations serve you and peoples bow down 1o you
Be lord over your brothers,

and may the sons of your mother bow down to you




Soon afierwards Esau came n rom huniing. He too made his
father some ofhis favouritefoad and broughtt o him o eat

Father sit up and eat some of
this venison T have caoked for
You so that you can bless me.

Who was it that just
brought me venison and
received my blessing?

When he heard his Esau red out in anguish:

Nol Nol that car't be
frue. Father please,
please bless me as well

your blessing!




‘Son, T have made him your
master. What can T do?

you only have one blessing?
For Gods scke bless me os welll

cast his yoke from of your neck.

Because of what had happened Esau hated Jacob and he
vowed 10 get hs revenge e the days of mourming for
i father vere over.

Don't argue. Just
get your stuff and
g0 before if's oo late




Sowe mustnow
whether s You seem to suggest

is  true story orjust

a ropresentation.

& stolen biessing?

Well I know you'e going to
o s aresonionoi

its a ropresontaton it | reming me how we can el

is kel to contan gross

improbabilles. So can

you can find any here?

Yos it must have boan

Wolfor us tis idoa of a bessing
it has the power o
somewhal mprob
ot mean pe
improbable in hose days




Your insinuation tha the story-tollr was a superstious
kol ot moroand mae Btant B me, (o
i think you could steala blessing do you think he
beleved Yahwen would et doco g away wih 17

Iseanow that | have dug mysl i

how tiod by wha
OK. So et now sea how things.

water. So porhaps you ar rght. Porhaps stond when wo view th toxt

this i a reprosentation afor al. od-ofthe-marg s representation




ats a good question. No one.

asks it a a ule because the text

I8 aken 0 be a story and n tores.

o explanation. H

reprasentation you have

ot ol roresat,aspoily
when it 50 curiously one-sided.

In stories rvalry
is usually about
athirs for power
but ths dossn't
appear to be
the case here,

st the wholo quostion
ofthe firstborn t do with
Inheited pow

onerlyspaakig, ut i iy whoro e erance
s but a promise and the nherior s he ‘younger sor, a te
which as we have already said designates cvlisation fosers

Bt the story works on
the princile thet the
older son should inher!




Soit does but the

saying that we are dealing here.
it ren ol power s gy

oing
his body guard!

coess of




Wel, the ivalry s t0 do ilh who was 1 be Yahwehi's
e servan, destined to bing about his revoluion.
‘Consequently on Jacob's side i the resul of his
‘overwhalming dosire o gai tis coveled positon.

Butwhy couldnt

)

-'.-‘—-ah
s i

and for s cvisaton olk
it not easy 1o answer

up the oppressed majorty a1 thattme.

s means ht hough s crainy oxitd
such rovolutonary movements thelr basic momentur
Shways sammd fom in croalon of a brohaood.




Indood, whn ivlry has broken surfaco.

is noting of tha 0 be found h

In fact what we are presented with here
s altogethor trango: A rovolutonary
movement which,far from sooking
brotherhood, finds it an embarrassment!

Itseems to me that you are the one.
in a dificult posiion now. First you
iollme et whot we v re s o
volus o based o
Classinterotaas s boon 0 caso
with every ther poliicalrevoluion.

Next you toll me that this rovoluion
etend o vorkg by oo worka
by haming a o oter poltcal
rovldton has over

‘And now finally you el me that this is
voluton in which social alances

ho stratoglc moor of all ohr

poltical evolutions - are probiematict




fowever, taken together
they confim it splendidly

For st t obvious that f we'e talking
oot e ot proacts
forco s outof the

And, f shaming by demonstration
I8 he ordor of the day, doosn' tis

xcludo brotherhood which, afer al,
s simply proactive orco n dsguise?




OKsownat
the story saying?

It saying tht srael was consumed by
s pasdonatedoss o bo ho od o
the marginals’ v
embarasinaly. o Toun s pt ot n
ompetiion wih her bother community
Edom ince oty one of hem coukdput
onthe demonsiraton which would daw.
he attonion oftho Gontile world

i hunten mo r el
vy iy sivcoshocoud
iy ek e e

he Edomito of i

Notc o, th writer

Is carofl 1 shiod tho ptrarch

by puting e blama o llf s
fomalo - Jacobis mothor!




‘Once again you could wie tis

25 8 typcal bit of patriarchal
male-chauvinism but 1t ould
a groat mistake, for a very
important pointis being made.

“That even though lsrael i consumed by
Qult she s no rally responsible for Edon's
ich stoms solely from
10 bo the god of
the marginal's standard-bearer.

Sothere you have t.

other way of achieving s objoctive.

Parhaps we should now
move on 1o the next bit of
the Jacob and Esau story.
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Jacob
and
Laban

2. The Analysis

07



The next it of the story
is very drawn out and

involved s0 perhaps you
‘couldjust give us the gist.

Jacob left his home in C  ravelled east o is uncl's

ousa in Haran where he falnlove with hs cousin Rachel.

08




otred o workor s ncleforseven ysars I Laban Sodocahhd 0wk o sl seven e yors, il
ot v i Rachts o n e hevingat ast achioved fis ol by marying Rachel
e e

b for when the t
aistr, a8 by

bkt
assot 1o Laban who was oathe threfore

-

Aren' you happy




Jacob agreed 1o stay buthe didn' want wages.

IfIstoy T

However, awaro that is oun propensly fo succass was iely
10 arouse ealousy Jacob furher proposed a cloar way of
dotormining what was his and what belonged fo his uncle

e e e
over o Jacob his designated flock e sily included onf
animais with no trace of lack n their coals.

Thats greatl
500 youvo
hod them al




Buthisdid not hamper Jacob for he 00 had a genetic ick
up his sleeve.

Wel i the animals
conceive before these.

1] speckied rods they then
have speckled offping.

Youre not going o el me you
take this genetic enginoering
inoss serously aro you

S0 you agree this oo s a
reprosentaton not a story

s a rosult of this exchango of underhand dealings the very
siuation Jacob had cheaded and tred 5o hard to avod came.
‘about with Laban becoming terby oelovs.

Not only has he stalen your daughters
he's stolen all your animls ool




R S R S
Home with isfami

Pack your things.
We must leave

D
by Laban's aalousy. For Laban saw Jacob as g
everything precious.

What are you
looking for?

“The family gods,
Your father cant
find then.

What we have here is a very cear
account o sraels predicament. On
thoonaard sho sucoods n
everyhi sho doos not
S for pviages and dommance,

Onthe therhand, regrotaty. i uccess
s thers fo b joalous. The net ros
it et ki ih o bt

becomes incrasingly compeiive.




What's worse,lsrae’s performance.
makes other Hobrow communitos

I that sho s dopriving thom of
wihat s rightul thois.

S0 how does

tho story-tolor
rosolve these
problems?

partof his tory.

Yes, Iseo what you
mean, s the Esau
syndrome al over
again, ony tis
time with Laban.

10

Jacob and Esau

3. The Problem Resolved



Jacobis on his way home but he s scared since there s 1o
way of knowing whether i brother Esau is st angry wih
him. So he sends a messenger o find out.

Soytomybrather

done well for mysel.
Fndouif Tamin
s good bex

i e eting
tosee m




e
at f Esau massacres one of them the other
R o1 h iy i have  chance 1o cape.

Ho then gets his herdsmen to create throe big droves.
containing a varity of anms, as presents for i brother.

Take the first drove
the othe

P I e
veryone across the ford, he aone no crossn




ccause you
have struggled
with God and
with man an




name but he would not give M sourerdoyos
Jacob his blessing think o tht?

Wl is a powertul
1y, contaning
interestng symbols
fike a river crossing

chango of name.

It also introcuces siring idoas ke
the noton of prevaiing succosstly
ot only against men but also God!




Thatbitat the end
where Jacob In
ssoniment ey
he has
face o fc

e e e

Hoevr, g ol ogor

s makigavral sene

Thatsmoybebocausoyouve
riooked tho most important
Pece n the e

S0 whatoffect
has that on

o way w
road the story?

s onumisatati
reference fo the Mosai
covenan: oot da
ot burn up peopl.

od ofthe marginals




o, s ke gonty

oango e ol s
that hs new situaton wil

imporant
Jacob's chara

o good!
out the
we s\ung which

and God himsalf?

What her
the meaning
of Jacob's

compstion

Well,we've already discussed
Jacob's problems




Wall, given that God is here

h, god of the marginais,

G et o i
il mwm sands o
reason mustbo

Jacob's atempi 1560 otteiod

sovel astonaly

y thus m.mng i

Samweh's o
ot the back,

Terrfed, he civides up his family nto groups, puting i
th his mother Rachel g

youngest son Joseph

o story




“Then he goes outn fron, bowing fow to the ground every. o s teghgtie s aramd
fowsteps, repeatingths acton seven tmes, il he comes with foy.
brother.

neartoh

indcaing a maximun obosemer




What did yo
mean by sending
al of thase
peaple and
animals T met on
the way here?

No, brother, please, plecse.

this is seeing God's face.

Goodrness mel There wes.
rereed for hat. Keep

You hve for yorself
Thavs o then Zreed




raressproowsly

Well toling him he sees i o can ony
oo ha o ol chngo Jacos s dspertey boon
longing orin his brother has now.fnal, come about,

How g it g te-nargos ooy,
things have changed and, somewhat miraculously, he
oot v  cer w1 ko o i a1 s




Well, the sory does not

The sory is chalenging because
tsuggests Esau's attudo had
aloacy changod boforo Jacob
had timo to ry and influenco him.

20

11

Shechem’s Rape

rael

The Story of
and the
Canaanites



m

“The rape of Dinah
Huh That's going
tobea hard nut

Good moming. Ave

the finalstory?




W
| 1sracites massacring
Canaanites which

ustiy n the Bibl,

Soif I manage to make good

‘sonse of wil you vindicate
my marginal thesis?

Very well So give
us the story. You'l
find the broakd
st over here,




However, soon aferwards he reaised ho was i love with
er. S0 he wentfo his father Hamor and told him he wanied

her as a v,

Mearwhil Jacob had heard what had happened b, as his
Sons were away, he decided for the moment o do nothing.

Just then Hamor arived t ask for the hand ofhis daughi
Dinah, on bohalf of is son, ust as Shechem had asked.




s poit st onscame i fom e s boilng ‘Sheche (oo spoke reasonably to Dinah's father and brothers:
with rage fo they had hoard what had happ

But he sons of Jacob answered Shachem
and st Hommordecottuly

What has happene is most unfortunate but my son
‘Sheche is very much in ove with your doughfer.
him s his wife. For f you are fo
eably here with us then you should give your
‘should give our daughters fo
will be open o you and you
Y abl 1 v and trde with u peacealy.

We cannot give our sister fo someone
who s unciccuncised o tht woud
be a disgrace. We willonly give our
consent onane condition: hat ll of
you ogree to be circumcised.




They then rescued ther sister Dinah

A\ )
\ L[ Confirmation that we are dealing

with a reprosentation and nota
story wouldnt you say?

- st w

Two days later when the Canaanites woro il very soro Finally they sew all the malos n the clty and ook al the
unawares, kiled Hamor and Sheche. anything they could find of valuo as booly.




1508 you have

Yos, somatimes ts suggested al of Jacob's sons wero.
invalved wheroas atothertimes its just Simeon and Lovi

1 ink the pristly odior was embarrasse
Israolcould

story-tle

of thetibes. That's why he wrote a new ending for the story:

by the idea that

Yeulave go me into dep 1ol making my
ik amongst the s, We o fem . number
o f ey eve g6t tagether they wil destrey me.

“There was no call
1o treat our sister.
e,

Yos. Thats hardy surpising
Forbyhem hey woro

Iaraol had bece
objectonabla? i ond oy wi
eadorsof te communty




Soin saying ths story s a
ropresentation we'e saying
itnever happened?




So youre teling me
the Hebrews were

abunch of ani-
progress Luddtes?

oro, much mor
Cannant sonmont
foar

urmm s

ot what W

Wl inthe past

Admitocly Shochom, an apha
Tapes D, etoy vesing o and
e Hebrews with contempt.

D,



s can hardly be an accident.

Ho's saying that f saol i trly ntont on
idding the world of s odious prviege-
‘sacking ways and hypocitical covor-ups.
she must notgive way a single inc




[ s means rejecing out of hand ai alk
of compromise with the Canaanites -the
| hoted dclogical enemy in their midst - for
the Canaarites are at thlr most dangorous
precisely when they appear most civised.

Heant

possibly
mean that
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The Exodus Story

The God who will not act alone



Right,you sad you

about the Exodus.

Yes, my frst queston has.

10 o wih the tory about
crossing the sea of rods.

ofnos tho
Oid Testament




As e his i in
fine with my reigious.
understanding o the




Ik s prty becaio | dort ik o
about such stf
aanty 'k hakes bt seris o derenty.

Atthe ris of being a bore et me remind you, ono lastUme,




You might amost say.

0 you see how wrong
it o say that

In fact the ral diferonce between our undorsiandings is tht,

ris being the case what happens next
issimpy Vahwoh a sl standng up
1o the mark

down Tlling i 5 o th bargain.

at the chips are

struggle, your religious roading reduces i 10 mindess
obedience:  closing of

the eyos and hoping for the bost




11 am certain Dawkins and Ca are wiong
it only bocause of thebrillant dow.-to-

earth sense & marginal reading produces.

S0 are you saying
Yahwn ddordd
notact?

1 suppose t would be a tur of
ovonts which vindicated Israals
stance instanding upfor hersol,




Exactly, and what
sortof fum of ovents'
would thatimply?

s means the queston now
ecomes: what is an ‘ot
Yahweh' i this new context
‘whre asofteing o Genti
hoarts s out of the queston?




wo know the Hebrews did escape and ailrbuied
i 1o Yoo So.yen | o sy Yo acod

ot for they

e L nigon

oo Mhsy bunmy
oboyed, God w

Hobrows thomselves
500 s magic?

l0ad of old ublsh,
naturaly, but for mary it

today .. unfortunately




B

13

Moses

‘The Revolutionary Hero who
refuses to organise the Revolution



1 ke you now 0 tel e a it more
about Moses. You've explained that

ho!
Sargon, bt
havent quie got the hang of .




Wel, if here was

Yos thats cortainly
what Sargon would {
have done. But, tel
m now, what
infact do?

Viel, s for a5
organisation s

him about
the conditons.

“This happens
again and
again and

instead of
learning to
become.

by a probiem,

=



s sngo )
why he did't
raniss th peopie?

You may bo right. It was n fact Jethvo, Moses father n law,
‘who eventually persuaded him {0 inircduce some organisation.

why doyeu

Because they dorit know
how o behave and need me
1o settle their disputes.

This s inorosting. | coud understand
people needing M

Togards Iving in the desart But ths
ave boen the issue.

Nothey appear o lack all
knowligo of communal
Iving which suroly ot
havo boen tho caso.




7
4

To understand wh's going on
1o ook more cosely

atthe actua words used. 1o miss that

bitisntit?

Wolf you think about t n Egypt
the Hobrows would inavt
on st o
il they are
ety o e ese
mmm o longor
noad

Mosos actualy says
poople wit dispuies
e 10 him to

inqure of God.

Eg




Jethro tels Moses he can' go on inthe way he is doing
since he s effecively kiling himsol.

You are taking to0 much on yaurself, Your role
is simply to be the inferface between Yohweh

representing he community to
him and feaching fhe people his tafues.

What wo have hero is a siuation
experionced in al revolutons.

Since s only miltants who have
a clear grasp of the new declogy
only they know how 1o apply it in
concreto situations. This means.

poopl
aro ost and not sure how fo
behave,

‘which the story now continues.




Wl the funcion's

Wl s you yoursolf have explained,
ntext, with

e etarestng you shd s e o
wh

margina framework
i mmmm. functon, which

Al o, ator i, is what il
rovoluionary eadors do
wih their timo and fsn

s procisely what Jothro
horo?




Moses

and

The Law



294

What about the other part
of Jethro’s understanding
of Moses’ role: teaching
the people Yahweh’s
statutes. Isn’t that a
hierarchical exercise?

Well is it? Isn’t Jethro simply making
the point | myself was making a few
moment ago: that in the new situation
people are understandably lost and
don‘t know what to do.




t capable men o are rustyortyand far Godond
appoint them as judges. They can bring import
o bt g sl cascsshemaives That il ke he
loadoff o anal thes peapl wil go e stisfied

TanftJohro here teling Moses to rain
upa fow miltants o help him put cross
the ideology to the peoplo. That way

overyone il end up knowing whl 1 do.

| would suggest tha thre s nathing ininsically hierarchical,
o more correctl centrarchical, nal of this, which
Moses was abe to take his father-in-aw's advice.

0 you ses the next bit f the story - the gving of
thoLowon Mour i as Noses voyof puting
ow revolutonary ideclogy into pooples hands?




1t usualy soan as

Soitsa ‘Gody

Goly rovelatons?

1 suppose so
1 don't know!
Perhaps notl




Whatam |

tomake
of hat?

Forgive me for
saying it but that
Soundstome.
Iie rligiovs.
concai.

Youre not going
1o dofend what
you sad then?




=
Wl can easiy agree with
that Butthe question s in
what way s  superior?

There are & number of minor

wcods, as for exampo the
fact that f punishes theft much
oot thoone
big diference has 0 do with
the treatment f forcigners.

its generaly said to

as, for example, in the.
care it expresses for

omphasising ovo
and caring wihin
rolatonships.

N ly he case in our
Sowhats the

today anciont
diferenco thon? d oroignors

spocifcall protected by veal
between civiisation poers.

01




In sharp contrast

passages in
Mosaic Law whero.
its sicty forbidden
10 exploit foregners or
oot them diferently
from other mer

of the communty.

Areacy in the patriarcha storios wo found the.
Storyolerusing the protecton o foreignors

S0 you can keep love as a distinguishing

foatur of the Mosaic Law Ifyou ko butcnly
clear youte taking pofically <

bout having an unusua rega

Peceleve cuileaion ok hearly despiee.

ware thoro aro many.
2 Kids ofove bt e
always thought of th

universal and beyond polfics.




Condescending love

Ifthats te case you've been delucing yoursef For
manfesty people's deologicalperspecives colour their
Ideas especialy polically important oes fike ove.

how do these
conservative

and marginal
idoclogies make
love look dferent?

‘Consorvative lovo is charactorsticaly
ing an i i usually

-A

Ml e, ontheconrwry,sculy valos regrarsor
e lov i ncapobie.
il tho timo.

cons
o daing s chlaton ok demenevete
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The Golden Calf

Signs of Revisionism



Perhaps we should

Now tll mo how 1o
gokden calincidont.

310




Moses remains ages up the mountain with God and the people
bocome anxious 5o, s usual, they run 1o theirleader which,
bsorice, means Aaron, the high prios.

Unlie Moses Aaron immediately gives way o thelr demands.

Very wel tell everyone to

Clearly something has

S0, since you are now

in charge, you must

provide us with gods
lead us.

Aaron uses the people’s gold 0 fashion an idol inthe form of

Tomorrou wil be_| S8

N o feast o Yohueh,

Thessareour gods
who brought you aut
o the o of Eqyt.




‘Consequently when Moses comes down from the mountain Wl tell me why
e finds he people worshiing the golden calf. So he breaks the
tablts o stone on which the Yahweh's Law has been witen.

the people did
sobad?

What in heaveris

1 know you'1e going totll me that ot of this sty
is symbolic but oven s what doos t mean?

1 have afways been
fed to understand
they hod wickedly
roverted 0 paganism




“That can' be rue! Aaron wasn't a novice. He was high priest!

Sothe storys saying
that under pressure.
Aaron shows he's just
arovisionstat hear

Of course, for at  drop of
a hat ho procee




roke, he undoes al
work, a fact symbolised

Aaron it changing
lsraels roigon.

Althe conservative societies surrounding srael had
hat conservative ideology was.

naturaly reprosentod by this plraly, s you can soo.
in'he sons of God' expression used in the Noah story.

Sothe calfs not
afrtity symbol

Al ropresening
paganism?




=,
Nothe cal simply represents nomal conservative
relgious practice, something Aaron was happy 10
introduce, i Moses' absence of course!

toxt says about how.
Moses restored order

r 5
your friend or your neighbour.




Vel the Levites who ralied

1o Moses i this criss wro &

well known ant-centrarchical

organisation pecuiiar o srael.
o prests wh

notvery presty!




“The more | tink
about the sory
theless ke .

‘Why do you suppose.

Are you suggesing
that somehow makes
things better?

Itmoans that nothing

and ] mean NOTHING.

canbo

Introducing centrarchical
1o this now




s cisation folk you and | work vith
universal principles ke Kilng people
s wrong’but i doos ot

ow tis writr operated!

So1the fact that Moses.

S s hcas fwo vt o makssons

his story  vithout being obiged 10 approve.
i otomisa- e st undarand
the perspectiv from which he




The hypothesis we

rovol
Kkiing poiical

renegades.




No, youreror s to use:
1his s an excuse for
taking your eye offwhat

i wier s dring at.

e point he i making s hat
Introducing centrarchica sructuros
and authorltaranism into lraol
was urforgivable. An ntresting
observation, given the Church's
history, wouldn't you say?

Youto suggesing e Chuch's
hirarchi

aut riogratio
Backiracing aceoding o s stor?

Have you anything
0 add on that?

What about the
bloodihistyness?




‘Somuch s this tho ca

hat
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Moses

Marginal Hero and Civilisation Loser



Onlast queston. You sald
thatin contrastwith Sargon.

novor batrays the ovalution by backtracking
and roverting o normal consorvative ways.




Indeod the only positve

What

a0l Hobrow nlghbour
and 008 o includ e G

Tris s uite unlike.

The Hebenw traiton only
‘manages o aise s sight
again 0.2 world perspective
aftor tho exio when second
Isaioh starts taing about
Isroel s the lght which wil
lighten the Gontiles



A0 i potetcal e

o, you adop e risinss lgousaproech
2t hof e eschtng comersation

o ko venalonconseree ooogy 8 801> oo 0
Workd from the opprossion  reates s obscured.

vy o roducad o
repetive and mindnumbing
cal for bind obedience just
50 tha consenvaive authoriy
can continue to e the roost

pose you can be orgiven

anted people o read t.




itis, bowever,a
complete vavesty
as | hope you
willnow admit

Are you nfrring that

A8

Yes,its something ke hat

And that means
‘sooing quitoalot
oftas revisonist
clap-uap, as you
would put !




Perhaps we had beter
bac

down
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